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DISTRICTCHAI RMANG6S REPORT

Once again we come to the end of another year in the Scouting calendar, and as always we are
required to offer our opinions on the present state of the movement within the District, your
individual Groups, and the respective sections. | can only comment for the District, and | am
pleased to observe that significant progress has been made.

The District Team has worked at full strength throughout the year under the tireless efforts of John
Spruce, your Commissioner. | am particularly pleased that through their efforts, there is now a
Scouting presence in Alloa once again with the establishment of the new West Alloa Beaver
Colony at Ludgate church. Hopefully this will lead to the establishment of a Group with all sections
within the town.

All of the yearly activities within the District have been held and as always, enjoyed by all. On
reading the reports from the individual Groups, it is clear that enthusiasm continues to thrive and
all of those involved are committed to bringing the best of Scouting to Clackmannanshire.

Thanks to all of you and good luck during the coming year.

Robert Anderson
District Chairman

DISTRICTTREASURERG6GS REPORT

The past year has been a quiet year for the treasurer. The Finance Group met a few times, and |
am pleased to say that all budgetary items seem to have fallen into place. | have to thank John
and Loes for making things easier for myself, especially as | have had some health problems
during the past year. Their help has made my life as treasurer a lot easier.

Nevertheless, the accounts are looking good for this year; there is even small profit of £574.98. |
was pleased to see that the bag pack raised £ 1506.22 this was more than enough to keep us on
a steady footing. More than can be said about me! | would like to thank all who took part in
raising this great sum of money. As | have said before, you are all quite capable of reading the
accounts, as they are quite straightforward this year.

A big thank you must go to Alison Fyfe for examining the accounts yet again. She did not only
have the District account to worry about, there were also the Network and Explorer Accounts,
which are consolidated in the District Account.

| would like to end by thanking everybody in the District to make my job so easy and | hope you
will remind your treasurers to submit their Group accounts to myself as soon as possible after their
Annual General Meeting.

Alex Diamant
District Treasurer
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DISTRICTCOMMI SSI ONERG6S REPORT

2010 -11 has been another successful year for Scouting in Clackmannanshire and the District is in
very good shape.

| am pleased to report that our membership has increased for the 5 year in a row with young
people rising by almost 5% and adults by 59%. That is now 462 young people and 100 adult
volunteers. Since 2007 our youth membership has increased from 271. The increase in adult help
is particularly encouraging and is in part due to Leaders and helpers staying with us longer so that
we have built on the strength of our adult base rather than just replacing leavers. A 100 adults
volunteering is providing the equivalent around £180,000 of free youth Leadership into the
Clackmannanshire economy. | cannot thank those volunteers enough for the time and energy that
they put into providing an exciting and challenging environment for young people and | am pleased
that so many parents and young people are valuing what we do.

To my delight, we have opened a new West Alloa Group, meeting in the Ludgate church, and
initially we have 11 Beavers regularly attending. The challenge now is to establish a Cub Pack in
time for the start of the autumn term. We will need to find leaders to enable this to happen so if you
or anyone you know would like this opportunity please let us know.

Our District Explorer and Network Units are doing well but we are looking for a new Explorer
Leader for the Wee County Unit. Personally | think the Explorer section is a great age group to
work with and can be a very rewarding. Many of the Network members are also Leaders in our
Groups and along with the Explorers who act as Young Leaders make a very valuable contribution
to our provision of quality Scouting.

All our established Groups are in a good health with a Group Scout Leader in post and we have
Beaver, Cub and Scout Sections operating in all of them. We do however have small waiting lists
of young people waiting to join in some locations.

Adult training has been high on our priority list again this year and in addition to the induction
training for our new Leaders | am pleased to report that six people have completed their training in
the last year and gained their Wood Badge.

The Executive Committee has worked well this past year. The financial report is just one measure
of the success. Thanks especially to Robert, Alex and Loes for their ongoing support and hard
work. It is good to know that | have such a good team behind me. Our main fundraisers are of
course the bag packing and Scout Post thanks are due to those who helped with this.

I will not steal any thunder from the reports of the Assistant District Commissioners. Suffice to say
that we have had a full programme of activities throughout the year, and | would like to thank
Anne, Lynne, Paul, Alex, Mel and Andrew for this and the support they have provided to the
Groups and to me as part of my District team.
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The winners of the various trophies and competitions will be reported under the Assistant District
Commissioners reports but | would like to congratulate them all for the enthusiasm that all that
entered these demonstrated.

We have three young people attending the World Jamboree in Sweden this summer and we wish
them a rewarding and enjoyable trip and look forward to hearing all about their adventures when
they return.

A number of Awards have been granted this year and sometimes these are presented locally and
may slip through unnoticed by the wider Scouting community in the District and | would like to
highlight these and also award the certificates to those not already presented.

Silver Acorn Alex Diamant
Award for Merit George Burnett

Both of these are very well deserved to two people who have and continue to provide the highest
level of service to the movement.

Also long service Awards to:

40 Years Service Gordon McEwan

25 Years Service Andrew Robertson

20 Years Service Robert Anderson

15 Years Service George Burnett, Yvonne Shiels

10 Years Service Stewart Bell, Mel Brammer, Louise Burnett, George Matchett and
Loes McEwan

5 Years Service Tom Morrison, Neil Schofield, Kenneth Wilson

All adult appointments are reviewed every five years and | would like to intimate that after my two
terms as District Commissioner Hillfoots and five years as Area Commissioner and District
Commissioner for Clackmannanshire | feel that it is now time for a change and the opportunity for
a fresh approach to take the District forward. Sandy Jack, our Regional Commissioner, has agreed
to start the process of seeking nominations for a Deputy District Commissioner who in due course
would assume the full role of District Commissioner. This will ensure continuity and allow the new
incumbent to ease their way into the role. The search process may take up to 3 months and then
we need to agree the timescale for handover.

In the meantime, | look forward to your continuing support to ensure we provide the best Scouting
we can for all our members.

John Spruce
District Commissioner
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ASSISTANT DISTRICT COMMISSIONER SCOUTS REPORT

Once again, it has been a busy year visiting weekly Scout meetings, presenting badges, promoting
District and Regional events.

In May, the annual Scout cooking competition was won by Tillicoultry Scout Troop and the
Robinson trophy was presented by the chairperson of the local Trefoil Guild, who enjoyed tasting
and judging all the great food made by the Scouts.

In September, at a sunny Arndean, the backwoods cooking competition was held and won by Alva
Scouts. The District camping competition was held at Barrwood in May and won by Menstrie with
Dollar Scouts runner up. Congratulations to all the Scout Troops who took part in the above
events.

The Region also organised Patrol Leader training for all four Districts, one Troop from
Clackmannanshire took part.

A Scout fun day was organised in March at Tullibody, 12 Scouts had a great afternoon and gained
their athletes Badge. Thanks to all the Scout Leaders, who assisted on the day and to Tullibody
Scout Group for their hospitality. Also thanks to Anne Spruce for supplying the sports equipment.

The Region is running a fun day at Barrwood on 11 June, to which all Scouts are invited.

Finally, | would like to thank all the Leaders, their assistants and parent helpers, who give up so
much time each week, so our young people can experience the adventure of Scouting.

Paul McCormick
ADC Scouts

ASSISTANT DISTRICT COMMISSIONER CUBS REPORT

All our Packs continue to do well with many reporting an increase in numbers. Cubs around the
District are experiencing exciting weekly programmes provided by teams of dedicated Leaders,
although most Packs would benefit from more adult help!

We had a great day at the District Camp last May when the Cubs took part in a variety of games,
activities and challenges, all with a Scottish theme, and culminating in the Award of Scottish
Challenge Badges for all who were there.

An excellent Cub Fun Day was again held at Tullibody - my thanks to Struan and his team, who
co-ordinated the activities in my absence. | am told a great time was had by all!

Congratulations to Fiona Thomson, Cub Leader at Clackmannan (and her husband!) on the birth
of baby Annal
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My thanks to all our Leaders and helpers who work so hard and give so much time, so that our
young people can experience the fun and adventure of Scouting! Keep up the good work!

Lynne Mack
ADC Cubs

ASSISTANT DISTRICT COMMISSIONER BEAVERS REPORT

Beaver Scouting is thriving in Clackmannanshire. We now have nine Beaver colonies with the
return of Beavers to the town centre of Alloa. The West Alloa Colony opened its doors at the
beginning of 2011 and is growing week by week under the Leadership of Gary Coulter.

The Beavers have had another busy year starting with the visit to the District camp at the
Barrwood campsite in May. They took part in lots of activities based on an animal theme. In June,
we met at the Cochrane Park in Alva and enjoyed a sunny afternoon taking part in a variety of
challenges.

In September, the Beavers met at Tullibody Scout Hall for the annual Beaver sports. On this
occasion, Alva Beavers came out champions and were presented with the Lachlan Smith trophy.

At the end of October, almost 80 Beavers, together with Leaders and friends, took part in a
torchlight walk from Alva Scout Hall to Menstrie Scout Hall. The trail of glow sticks and torches
looked very impressive. In Menstrie, all the Beavers received a very welcome hot dog, provided by
the Menstrie Leaders and helpers.

Our final event of the year saw us back at the Barrwood for an Easter egg hunt. Everyone had an
enjoyable time rolling eggs and hunting for coloured eggs.

Many thanks to all the Beaver Leaders who run such fun and challenging meetings for our young
people and special thanks to my own Leader team in Alva who give me wonderful support and
give me the opportunity to visit other colonies in the area.

Anne Spruce
ADC Beavers

ASSISTANT DISTRICT COMMISSIONER ADULT TRAINING REPORT

This year Alex Steele said goodbye to the role of Assistant District Commissioner (Adult Training)
in November 2010, moving on to pastures new, and the Explorer Scout Section. Thank you to
Alex for all his hard work in Adult Training over the last years. The Adult Training reins have now
been taken up by me, Mel Brammer.

Wood Badges 1 This year has seen the award of 8 Wood Badges in the District and with many
more Leaders steadily working their way through the Modules | think we will have plenty more in
the coming year.
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Getting Started i One area we are currently working on is ensuring that all adults complete their
three Getting Started modules within the required five months. With the learning available as e-
learning from the District website, allowing it to be completed at a time convenient to the Leader,
all that is required is that this is done and that the new Leader sits down with their Training
Adviser to validate the Modules and formulate a Personal Learning Plan, so a bit of a push to get
this done would be appreciated.

Training Programme i The training programme we run in Clackmannanshire is part of the wider
programme of the Region. Many training sessions had very low take-up last year, so the Region
Training Team would be very interested in feedback on the programme and how we can support
the learning needs of our adults better.

Finally, a big thank you to all Leaders and their Training Advisers, who give up their time to work

through The Scout Associ at i onés Training Scheme, the aim of
in offering better Scouting to our young people.

Melanie Brammer
ADC Adult Training

DISTRICT CHAPLAIN REPORT

Having been appointed District Chaplain last year, following the sudden and unexpected death of
Rev Alan Downie, it was a privilege to lead the District in a short Scouts Own Service at the end of
the District Camp at Barrwood last May.

In December, Tillicoultry Parish Church was awash with dozens of little sheep, stars, angels and
shepherds as we celebrated our annual Carol Service along with many friends and invited guests -
a most enjoyable and uplifting experience.

Lynne Mack
District Chaplain

WEE COUNTY NETWORK REPORT

We have 16 Network members, due to many of the members being away from home at University
or College attendance can be varied but all members are keen and attend when they can.

The Network took part in a giant OWher ebeaderWal | vy
Andrew) was hidden somewhere in the Stirling area, Wally was eventually found just outside the
Old Town Jail.

Following | ast yeardéds success the Network attende
many comedy shows, including one called 6Quiz in
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Six members attended the Forth Region McGonagall night at Leapark Hotel in Grangemouth,
there we feasted a variety of food with a twist - include pineapple soup (to be eaten with a fork!)
and celebrated the poet McGonagall.

In November the Network created their own short horror, entitled 6The Bar
found on YouTube. The shortened address is http://bit.ly/dH2jUM

I n December, Al va kindly i nvi paekiat Saissburys Stidingethis
allowed us to raised £287.99, which was in addition to the amount that Alva had raised before
hand i Thank you Alva Scouts!

Just before Christmas the Network enjoyed a ten pin bowling night out, a great night was had by
all.

We attended the national Network Burns night, this year it was held in Perth, members attended
from around the country and the night was a great success.

Three Network members attended the national Hub camp in February; here we had a wide
selection of activities to choose from including, snowboarding, quad biking, treasure hunting, BMX
riding and movie making. Around 60 members from around Scotland attended and enjoyed a
fantastic weekend.

At the beginning on April we returned to Aberfoyle to tackle their Go Ape high wire, tree swinging
assault course,

Upcoming events include a joint regional gathering with other Networks in Forth region, an Easter
Egg and a car treasure hunt.

Andrew Spruce
Network Leader

THE BRUCE EXPLORER SCOUT UNIT

Current numbers are static at 10 Explorers and 2 Leaders. Our numbers should start to rise again
towards the end of this year as older Scouts in the Kincardine Group approach the age of 14.
Ideally we could benefit from another Leader when this happens.

This last year has been taken up mainly with establishing the Unit within the District and in
Kincardine. | am delighted to say that we are now beginning to work much more closely with the
Wee County Explorer Unit and hope that this continues, as it is beneficial to both Units.

The Bruce Unit has now been in existence for over a year and we have taken part in a number of
organised activities. We have attended the District camp twice and the Burns camp at the
beginning of 2011. We also attended a demonstration of backwoods food preparation and
cooking at the Barwood campsite along with the BIO explorer Unit from Stirling.

A e i ST Bl ISR . F B

)

y

1

4

> s A
> 5

r wood

evebd



http://bit.ly/dH2jUM

Clackmannanshire District Scout Council Annual Report 2010 - 2011

In addition to this we have been walking, night hiking, backwoods cooking, tracking, climbed the
Wallace monument, walked the Clackmannanshire, Kincardine and Forth Road Bridges (not all in
one day!), swimming, ten pin bowling, rafting, zorbing, bag packing, caving, ice skating, map
reading, knot tying, completed an assault course, helped running the Scout section in Kincardine,
attended Remembrance Day parades and District Christmas carol service, and many other
activities throughout the year.

We are due to attend the Kincardine Scout Group camp at Lochearnhead Scout Station at the
beginning of June this year. One of our Explorers will be attending the World Jamboree
in Sweden this year.

Sandy Thomson
Explorer Scout Leader

ALLOA & SAUCHIE SCOUT GROUP

Beavers
Our numbers remain stable and those waiting in the wings will be joining us when they are eligible.
Ouryoungestr ecruit was born in February so hereds hop

up to his mumébés expectations when Group.becomes ti me

The Beavers continue to accumulate an array of badges, most of which are done with their
parents. They show such keenness when they are sharing their stories with us and bring along all
sorts of paraphernalia and story boards to evidence their work 7 as if we would doubt their ability!

When the snow came and forgot to leave, it was at a particularly busy time and all that had been
planned in the | ead wup to Chri st imaeser mindwakioguas | y w
positive fromthisi t he wor k is already i n ifdihgars @ossédothatthehi s vy
snow doesnoétin.beat us aga

We wi | | be finishing this year with a measure of
bicycles. This work has taken the form of them designing their own bicycle helmets then

identifying particular parts of a bike, completing road safety tasks and ultimately they will have the
opportunity to take part in a proficiency test, which will see them demonstrate their skills on a

bicycle. We always like to make this as challenging as possible but as long as they stay upright

and navigate the course i the certificate is in the bag.

Cubs
Cub numbers are healthy with 17 in attendance.

Over the year the Cubs have followed a well-balanced programme. Eight Cubs have recently been
invested, with the remaining seven to be invested at the end of May. All Cubs have been busy
working towards their Global Challenge badges and these should be completed by the end of
June.

During the year the Cubs attended the Remembrance Sunday ceremony at the cenotaph at
Sauchie Hall, went bowling as a late Christmas treat, and did a great impression of zombies
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dancing at our annual Halloween party! Over the year they did lots of exciting activities, which
included astronomy, athletes, artists, home safety, map reading, and hobbies badges. In addition,
one Cub attained the equestrian badge.

With a healthy Cub Pack and Beaver Colony, we have no shortage of prospective Scouts for the
future.

Scouts

The Scout section remains strong with some Scouts leaving as they reach that age to move on

and some new Scouts moving on from Cubs giving us two patrols. This year has seen us
undertaking new challenges and achieving new Badges as we attended the District camp in May

2010. The weekend was great, the weather was good and all Scouts enjoyed the varied activities

and clocked up some more nights away. 4 June saw us enter the cooking competition - an annual
event for wus hoping to billed on | ast yearés suc
Broccoli being a bit too al dente we finished a close second .

The 18 June saw the Scouts complete their community challenge, their fithess challenge for the
new Scouts, and earn their cyclist Badge by completing a 27-mile cycle. This was undertaken as
sponsorship for the MS Society Scotland during MS awareness week. The Scouts raised a grand
total of £320 for the Society - very well done.

The 27 November took the Scoutson t heir adventure challenge with
museum, the Scouts planned the trip by train arriving at Waverley station then proceeding to the

museum by foot. The day went very well everyone enjoyed the visit with lots of artefacts to see

and with a visit to the gift shop on the way out it was back to the train station to lots of delays due

to the bad weather. We all finally arrived back home safely but it was a true adventure.

October gave us our Halloween party - lots of great costumes as usual with all the Scouts enjoying
the games and the food; it was hard this year to pick an overall winner from so many costumes but
eventually we came to a decision and the prizes were awarded along with the goody bags.

That brought us to December with the annual bowling challenge, which again was well attended
despite the awful winter weather. Every Scout and parents/Leaders joined in two games of bowling
and the Scouts had their favourite the food that did not last long.

On 20 February we set out on a 14-mile hike this finished the fithess challenge for the new Scouts

and gained hikes away for everyone taking part (and finished with a hotdog or two, great stuff).

Many of the Scouts have been working on individual Badges and they rose to the challenge to

organise and put on an entertainment night for parents. The night included singing, comedian,

guitar and trumpet playing and finished with balloon sculpting. Everyone had a great time and all

t hat took part received their entertaineros Bad:¢
Tullibody, which the Scouts a | | enjoyed. We are | ooki ngmdetdionwar d
and the District camp to finish off the adventure challenge.

Neil Wilson
Group Scout Leader

1C
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ALVA SCOUT GROUP REPORT

All sections of the Group are doing well, numbers have retained steady over the past years. There
have been little changes to our Leader team, who week after week provide a well-balanced
programme for their sections.

Our enthusiastic Beavers have been on a torch light walk from Alva to Menstrie, visited the local
mosque, gained 1 aid and fitness badges and had a backwards night in aid of Comic Relief. The
Beavers need to be complemented on keeping our local park nice and tidy as they have done
several litter picks over the year, they love using the new litter pickers!

Cubs have written their own code of conduct, taken part in indoor highland games that included
AHaggi s Skittl eso, buil't rafts wi t hCulds rde gaihedt i c k s
numerous and varied badges throughout the year. It certainly kept Sarah busy by keeping our

records up to date.

The Scouts had a very successful joint summer camp with Dollar at Douglaswood where activities
included hill walking, canoeing and sailing. The Alva patrol once again retained the lan Harker
trophy for backwoods cooking and also did well in the Dennis Robinson cooking competition.

The whole Group attended the District camp at Barrwood. This was a great activity weekend
enjoyed by Cubs and Scouts. Our Beavers arrived on the Saturday for their fun afternoon
programme.

Our Group camp in Crook of Devon took place in September and the majority of our youngsters
attended. We were very fortunate with the weather and a great outdoor weekend was had by all.

As always our end of term Barbeque (Disguised way of getting parents to come to our Annual
General Meeting) was very successful, long queues for the burgers and sausage rolls. Parents
enjoyed the entertainment provided by the youngsters. Unfortunately, none of the parents
volunteered to come and help the sections. If they would only realise that it is not just the
youngsters that get a lot out of Scouting, the Leaders do as well.

Fund raising to replace our old minibus ABOBO has
We are hopeful that our efforts will soon bear fruit.

As always | would like to thank the Leaders and assistants for giving up their time and keeping
Scouting in Alva so healthy.

Gordon McEwan
Group Scout Leader
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CLACKMANNAN SCOUT GROUP REPORT

The past year has been very much one of two halves with a continued successful first half,followed

by a very testing and difficult second half of
again enjoyed a very busy year and our numbers continue to remain steady through all the
sections.

Our Group very much enjoyed the District Camp last May and the new location at Barrwood
proved to be a big hit. Our Cubs and Scouts camped for the weekend with the Beavers coming up
on the Saturday for the day. In June we enjoyed a rather cloudy sponsored walk of Ben Cleuch
with the Rotary Club and special mention must be made to one of our Beavers who was one of the
first to the top! We have also recently enjoyed a joint Beaver and Cub trip round Alloa Fire Station
complete with a demonstration and a little bit of hose practise.

The Cubs have managed several day trips and activities including the bowling in Stirling, and the
Science Centre in Glasgow.

Our Scouts have also been busy this year and have been getting to grips with the great outdoors,
learning survival skills, mountain biking and hill walking. They have also been working on their
photography badge recently.

However, during the cold spell in December, and despite our best efforts, we suffered a burst pipe
in the hall, which remained undetected in the roof space until all the water came through the
ceiling. The amount of damage caused was quite incredible and four months on the hall still
resembles a building site as it dries out. This was obviously a major blow as part of our year had
been to continue fundraising to upgrade the hall. We have had to relocate to the Church Hall in
the meantime and make the best of what we can. Despite this, work has continued on the outside
space thanks to Eion and two dedicated volunteers.

In the past year, our Leadership team has remained mostly unchanged. We managed to find
replacements for our Scout Leaders who left last year and we have recruited an additional Cub
Leader and two parent helpers.

On a final note our Cub Leader, Fiona Thomson, has had to take a break from her Scouting duties
due to a new arrival, baby Anna Thomson. Our thoughts and congratulations are with both Fiona
and Colin.

Ewan Houghton
Group Scout Leader

DOLLAR SCOUT GROUP REPORT

A good year for 2" Dollar Scout Group with thriving sections for all age ranges now up and
running and with Leader cover stable. For the first time in many years we have 1 Group Scout
Leader, 1 Scout Leader, 4 Assistant Scout Leaders, 1 Cub Scout Leader, 4 Assistant Scout

12
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Leaders, 1 Beaver Scout Leader and 3 Assistant Beaver Scout Leaders. Our committee is also
thriving and has successfully managed fund raising this year. Training for Leaders has progressed
well with our Group Scout Leader achieving his Wood badge, several other Leaders are close
behind him.

Scouts

We currently have 21 Scouts. Throughout September, we had been visiting Wester Dollar
Beg Farm for our naturalist and foresters badges, looking at identifying different trees from a key,
and shelter building with Neil. We finished of with a big sausage sizzle in October and a good old
campfire sing song!! (We also invested some new Scouts there too...) We have also been
learning about different maps and scales; grid North, true North and magnetic North! We even did
some map reading, taking bearings and navigating in the dark!!....and the rain! Some Scouts took
part in the Remembrance Day service and most of the Scouts helped out in some way at the
Christmas Scout post raising £244!!! Also this year, Scouts took part in a District bag pack at
Morrisons and helped raise over £1500 and some Scouts took advantage of a District fun day,
earning themselves an Athletes badge in the process! Scouts have also been trying to invent new
games for inside the hall......... (These mainly involved throwing a ball at each other! BUT we did
get some really interesting and playable variations on a theme!) We did of course have a pretty
good turn out at the Founders day service too!

Cubs

We currently have 31 Cubs. This year four Cubs have been awarded the Chief Scouts Silver
before progressing up to Scouts. To do this we have concentrated on the Challenge Badges doing
work towards the Fithess, Community, Promise, Creative & Outdoor badges so far this year. We
have also had time to squeeze in some activity badges and have issued some 160 badges of all
types this year.

However, it has not all been badge work. There is always time for games at Cubs and tuck when
we are in the Hall. The annual Hall Sleepover had more Cubs than ever before and we managed
to get through the bad weather without cancelling once. We celebrated Halloween and Chinese
New Year in inimitable Cub Style and also Easter by throwing eggs at Akela (without hitting him
once!)

Beavers

The Beavers have continued to expand during the last year with humbers up to 23 with one
Beaver about to start. 24 seems to be the maximum number we can take due to the size
constraints of the Scout hall.

The good weather has enabled the Beavers to take full advantage of the local surroundings with
many activities taking place around Dollar. We have had great fun putting up tents on Mill Green,
along with nature trails, boat (paper version) races and a sports day planned. We also have a visit
to Dollar Museum organised and are awaiting a date for a visit to Alloa Mosque. The Beavers are
due to attend camp this weekend, with 17 completed consent forms, which is the highest number
so far.
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There is also a District fun day at Alva park in June, which we will be attending. It has been
designed so that they will complete the Scottish Challenge Badge.

Many Beavers are now well on their way to achieving their challenge badges and ultimately their
Bronze Scout Award before they move onto Cubs. We still have a waiting list but hopefully with
some movement to Cubs at the end of this term several places will come available to reduce this.

Andrew Bird
Group Scout Leader

KINCARDINE SCOUT GROUP REPORT

The Group currently is made up of 40 young people with an average turn out of 18 Beavers per
week, 10 Cubs and 12 Scouts. There are two Beaver Leaders with a parental rota just about to be
reintroduced. Cubs and Scouts have three Leaders each who are doing a fantastic job; but we are
still in need of a Scout Leader at present.

The balanced program is being met with all Section Leaders keeping the young people fully
engaged with activities. The Beaver and Cub section are keeping our new badge secretary very
busy and all the parents or grandparents busy with needle and thread! The Scouts are out more
and more using the local woods and green areas whilst providing a balanced programme.

The Scout Group lost use of the community centre for several months due to a fire at the local
primary school. We all pulled together and used the garden of the Group Scout Leaderd $iouse
and a large garage tent for 3 months to keep the weekly meetings going. This brought various
challenges, which the Section Leaders all managed, in their stride.

The Group is starting to benefit from a parents committee who have various plans lined up for
fundraising this year.

The Group would like to thank the District team for their help and support throughout the year.

Colin OO0Neil
Group Scout Leader

MENSTRIE SCOUT GROUP REPORT

The enthusiasm shown by all Beavers, Cubs and Scouts for the very well attended weekly
meetings is a source of great encouragement to the Leadership team and a fitting reward for the
many hours spent in programme planning.

Beavers

The Colony has a very healthy membership with a considerable reduction in the waiting list with
nine Beavers moving on to the Cub pack. The weekly meetings are energetic non-stop events with
lots of fun and not a little noise. Everyone enjoyed the visit to the District camp at Barrwood and
thoroughly enjoyed the activities in this splendid woodland setting. The special activities arranged

14
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for Halloween and Christmas were a great success as was the visit to the pantomime with Cubs.
Steady progress is being achieved in the Award and Activity Badges.

Cubs

Weekly meetings are much noisier affairs with the arrival of nine new members from the Beavers
and only three going up to the Troop. However, more noise usually equates to more fun and this
appears to be bourn out by the very well attended weekly meetings. Spending some six hours in
fun activities at the District camp at Barrwood was the highlight of the year especially on a fine
sunny day in that particularly fine woodland campsite. Fancy dress, pumpkin lanterns and
seasonal games made Halloween a great event, as was the making of decorations and special
Christmas Cards to celebrate Christmas. The arrival of the longer periods of daylight at Easter
allowed the Cubs to enjoy their weekly meetings in the out of doors making great use of the woods
and hills around the H.Q.- exploring along the woodland paths - up into the woods for sausage
sizzles and on to the Toll Rocks for backwoods cooking, shelter building and abseiling.

Scouts

Summer camp was held on a very fine site near Pitlochry. This site is a Patrol Leader6 s dr e
- walk into the nearby coniferous forest and literally scoop up great armfuls of firewood. A short
distance downhill from the campsite to the River Garry and a large safe pool for swimming and
canoeing. As well as the many camp craft and scout craft activities enjoyed in the camp, this area
has a great many short walks of great interest. In early October 24 Leaders and Scouts made the
annual trip to Stavley, our favourite place in the Lake District to enjoy another very pleasant
walking route in very good weather. On a very cold New Y e a r 0 sthelSaouts and Leaders
made their traditional climb to the top of
Camp a most enjoyable experience with everyone taking part in a very full programme of activities
at our Third Glen campsite. A great pleasure to acknowledge the achievements of our four new
Chief Scoutd Awards - Abby Shiels, Lyndsay Ireland, Hannah McLean and Grant Shiels.

Everyone looking forward to the District camp and Summer camp to be held this year on a fine site
near Morar.

Tom Mack
Group Scout Leader

TILLICOULTRY SCOUT GROUP REPORT

Beavers

We have had another busy year we had 16 Beavers for most of the year, 5 of whom have
achieved their Chief Scout Bronze Award, with hopefully another 4 achieving this Award before the
summer holidays.

We have covered a range of activities covering our entire balanced programme. We have had
visits from the local community police officer, talks on Fair Trade and we visited our local
mosque.
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We joined the other Colonies from the District for the sports day, the welly walk and are looking
forward to the District camp and the Beaver fun day.

We have five new Beavers who have started in the last few weeks and one Beaver who is moving
into the Cubs in the next few weeks. Our waiting list has eight names on it already although most
of the children will have to wait until Christmas before they can join.

Gillian, Hazel and Alicia, our young Leader, helped by some of our parents have covered many
topics while working towards our activity badges. Alicia is leaving us at the end of June so we
will be trying to get a new Young Leader to come along on a Friday night.

We covered our first aid stage 1 badge and all the Beavers will have their first hikes badge by the
end of June.

We are looking forward to another fun and productive year with the Beavers.

Cubs
Cub numbers have been steady, with six Cubs moving up to Scouts in November.

The Cubs have been enjoying their well-balanced programme and working on their activities and
challenge badges. Badges included communicator, artist, entertainer, personal safety, chef,
astronomy and map reader. Cubs are always eager to gain new badges. The Cubs completed a
sponsored walk in May and attended the Perth Air-in June with funds raised.

We are all looking forward to the District Camp.

Scouts

During last year Tillicoultry Scouts numbers have grown, we now have 15 Scouts. We have been
practising hard for the cooking competition and were even more delighted when the Tillicoultry
Troop won the Cup last year. Well done to them.

We had our summer camp in Aviemore in July, which was an excellent camp. We did lots of
outdoor activities, the only down side was the midges which were pretty bad at night.

We had an indoor campat the Craigbds in West Lothian in
badge work, which resulted in many Scouts getting badges at end of camp.

Some Scouts have been busy doing their hiking badge and recently the camping badge, which
involved lots of hiking.

The Scouts enjoy their weekly meetings and are looking forward to the District and summer camp.

Sandy Stewart
Group Scout Leader
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