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WHAT IS SCOUTING?

The Scout Movement is a global, educational youth Movement

with a membership of over 28 million members, providing
young people with adventure, fun and challenge.

Scouting aims to help all young people reach their full
potential. This means assisting the development of young
people as active members of the community who are self-
reliant, caring, responsible and committed.

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION?

The Scout Association’s Information Centre can be contacted
on 0845 300 1818. It operates 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday
and 9am to 12 noon on Saturday. Visit www.scouts.org.uk for
general and Section information.

Alternatively, contact Scottish Headquarters on 01383 419073
between 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, or visit
www.scouts-scotland.org.uk.

DEVELOPING YOUNG PEOPLE

Scouting is open to all young people aged between 6 to 25,
regardless of gender, faith, ability or background. There are
five Sections in which Scouting takes place:

Beaver Scouts 6-8
cu bs Cub Scouts 8-10%
[SCOUTS)  Scouts 10% - 14

Explorer Scouts 14 - 18
G scout Network 18-25

In Scouting, we believe that young people develop most
when they are ‘learning by doing’, when they are given
responsibility, work in teams, take acceptable risks and think
for themselves.

Development is guided by the Balanced Programme - a
continuous progression of training, activities, badges and
awards for all young people. Adventure is at the core of
Scouting. Through adventure we challenge individuals so that
they learn and experience new things that will enrich their lives.

The Programme is designed to help young people learn about
their community and the wider world, improve their fitness
and health and develop their creative talents. It encourages
them to enjoy adventure in the outdoors and develop their.
beliefs and attitudes against the backdrop of the Scout Law
and Promise. For more information on the Programme, visit
www.scouts.org.uk/programme.

In addition to meeting nights, young people should expect
opportunities for outings, indoor residential and camping
experiences and other challenges suited to their age and ability.

The Programme is tailored to the interests, needs and pace of
each individual, but also recognises group achievement. The
highest personal achievement in each Section is the Chief
Scout’s Award and the ultimate accolade is the coveted
Queen’s Scout Award.

From age 14 it is also possible to register through

OUR RESPONSIBILITIES

In Scouting, our adults must operate responsibly in
accordance with our policies on Safeguarding, Equal
Opportunities, Bullying and Safety in Scouting. The Scout
Association applies stringent vetting procedures, including
criminal record checks, for all adult appointments. All adults
must abide by our Young People First code of behaviour. Our
policies and procedures are designed to keep young people
safe from harm whilst they enjoy the fun and excitement of
their Scouting adventure.

WHEN DO GROUPS MEET?

Each Scout Group is usually made up of a Beaver Scout
Colony, Cub Scout Pack and a Scout Troop and these sections
meet regularly, usually once a week during the school terms.
There are often other opportunities for members to take
part in events throughout the year. These might include

day outings, camps and expeditions as well as a whole host
of other activities. Explorer Scouts and the Scout Network
operate in Districts and have a more flexible programme
that is shaped by the Young People and guided by adult
leadership.

THE PROMISE

All members make this simple Promise and become part of
the Worldwide Scout Movement.

On My Honour

| promise that | will do my best

To do my duty to God and to the Queen
To help other people

And to keep The Scout Law

The Promise is made easier for younger children and is also
available in different forms that recognise the country of
origin that an individual belongs to, and their God.

Our young members are supported by almost 100,000

adult volunteers. Adult members of The Association serve

as Commissioners (volunteer managers), Leaders, Section
Assistants, Administrators, and in many other roles. The
support of non-member adults is also welcomed, particularly
from parent helpers.
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